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ABSTRACT 
Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc., teamed with Sheridan Community Land Trust to conduct a file search 

and an intensive cultural resource inventory of their property located at 14 Lane, Lane Sheridan, Wyoming. 
The inventory is located on private lands owned by the Sheridan Community Land Trust. This project is 
located in Sheridan Wyoming, within the northwestern margin of the Powder River Basin in north-central 
Wyoming. 

This intensive inventory was conducted to proactively identify and evaluate all known cultural 
resources within the project area. This inventory was conducted by professional staff from Cultural 
Resource Analysts, Inc. and community volunteers. Existing developments in and around the inventory 
area include numerous private residences, primary and secondary paved roads, utility lines, fence lines, and 
the Sheridan Community Land Trust office and ancillary buildings.   

The inventory consisted of the block survey of a 118-acre portion of the Sheridan Community Land 
Trust Property. The inventory resulted in the identification of one multicomponent site (48BH4847) and 
two prehistoric isolated resources. All of these resources are recommended as not eligible for inclusion in 
the National Register of Historic Places. There is no pending Section 106 undertaking associated with this 
project. 
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Upper image: Close up of Late Archaic dart point found at IR-01. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on 
May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified.  

Lower image: Project overview facing northwest. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. 
This image has not been modified.  
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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
ultural Resource Analysts, Inc. (CRA), teamed with Sheridan Community Land Trust (SCLT) to 
conduct a file search and an intensive cultural resource inventory of a 118-acre parcel the SCLT 

property located at 14 Lane, Lane Sheridan, Wyoming (Table 1; Figure 1-Figure 4). The current inventory 
was conducted to proactively identify and evaluate all known cultural resources within the inventory area. 
This inventory area accounts for a majority of the undeveloped land on this SCLT property. This project 
was conducted as a due diligence study that involved CRA staff, members of the public and SCLT staff.  

There is no proposed development or pending Section 106 undertaking associated with this project. As a 
result this inventory has no defined physical or visual area of potential effects (APE).  

II. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
his project is located in the western margin of the Powder River Basin physiographic area of northeastern 
Wyoming (Wyoming Geographic Landforms Map n.d.). The topography within the project area is 

defined by the southeast-northwest trending floodplain of Big Goose Creek rising to the hills which bound 
the southern edge of the valley. The northern project area lies on the primary terrace on the south side of 
the creek. The southern project area is in the hills above the creek. A north-south trending ephemeral 
drainage bisects the southern project area. Elevations range from approximately 3800 ft above mean sea 
level (AMSL) at Goose Creek, to 4042 ft AMSL on the hilltops at the southern edges of the project area. 

Geology and Sediments 
The primary bedrock in the area is the Fort Unition Formation, consisting of light colored massive 
sandstone, drab shale, and thick coal beds (Love and Christensen 1985). This formation dates to the 
Paleocene epoch (58-66 MYA) (Lageson and Spearing 1988). Alluvium and Colluvium underlie the 
northern edge of the project area within the Big Goose Creek valley. NRCS soil predictions for the project 
area consist primarily of a mix of alluvial and residual loams, sandy loams, and clay loams. A horizon soils 
are typically shallow, ranging from 1 to 4 inches (2.54-10.16 cm). The only soil type with an A horizon 
which goes deeper is the Clarkelen fine sandy loams, which has an A horizon extending to 10 inches (25.4 
cm). The A horizons are primarily composed of loams, fine sandy loams, and clay loams, which overlie B 
and C horizons of clay loam and sandy loam (Table 1). 

Vegetation 
Vegetation within the northern project area most closely matches Knight’s (1994:43-66) description of 
Riparian Landscapes, while the southern project area is best characterized as grasslands (Knight 1994: 67-
89). Surface visibility averaged 50 percent.  

Hydrology 
The inventory is located on the southern side of the Big Goose Creek valley. Big Goose Creek is a 

tributary of the Tongue River which is located approximately 8.8 mi northeast of the project area. Numerous 
ephemeral drainages flow from the hills to the north and south of the valley into Big Goose Creek.  
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Table 1. Soil Descriptions. 

Soil Unit 
Name 

Slope 
Percentage 

Soil 
Subtypes 

Soil 
Profile Parent Material Landforms Percentage 

of PA 

Cedak-
Recluse 
loams 

9-15 percent 
slopes 

Cedak 

A: 0-1 
inches, 
loam 

Slope alluvium derived from 
sandstone and shale over 
residuum weathered from 

calcareous sandstone 

Hills 

18.1 
percent 

Bt: 1-16 
inches, 

clay 
loam 

Bk: 16-
31 

inches, 
very fine 

sandy 
loam 

Cr: 31-
79 

inches, 
bedrock 

Recluse 

A: 0-4 
inches, 
loam 

Slope alluvium derived from 
sandstone and shale   

Hills, fan 
remnants 

Bt: 4-18 
inches, 

clay 
loam 

Bk: 18-
79 

inches, 
loam 

Clarkelen 
fine sandy 

loams, 
moist 

0-3 percent Clarkelen 

A: 0-10 
inches, 

fine 
sandy 
loam 

- drainageways, 
flood plains 

6.5 
percent 

C: 10-60 
inches, 

stratified 
loamy 
coarse 
sand to 

clay 
loam 
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Table 1. Continued.  

Haverdad-
Draknab 
complex, 

moist 

0-3 percent 

Haverdad, 
moist 

A: 0-2 
inches, 

very fine 
sandy 
loam 

- drainageways, 
flood plains 

13.7 
percent 

C: 2-60 
inches, 

stratified 
sandy 

loam to 
clay loam 

Draknab, 
moist 

A: 0-2 
inches, 

loamy fine 
sand 

- drainageways, 
flood plains 

C: 2-60 
inches, 

stratified 
sand to 
sandy 
loam 

Jonpol-
Platmak 

association 
9-25 percent Jonpol 

H1: 0-3 
inches, 
loam 

Alluvium/colluvium/residuum 
derived from sandstone and 

shale 
Ridges, hills 11.6 

percent 

H2: 3-15 
inches, 

clay 
H3: 15-19 

inches, 
clay loam 
H4: 19-23 

inches, 
loam 

Cr: 23-60 
inches, 

bedrock 

Recluse 
loam 3-6 percent Recluse 

A: 0-4 
inches, 
loam 

Alluvium and/or eolian 
deposits derived from 
sedimentary rock 

Fan 
Remnants, 
alluvial fans 

8.7 
percent 
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Table 1. Continued 

Samday-
Gayhart-

Hilight clay 
loams 

2-60 percent 

Samday 

A: 0-2 
inches, 

clay loam 
Aluvium and/or eolian 
deposits derived from 

sedimentary rock 
Ridges, hills 

0.1 
percent 

Bt: 2-14 
inches, 

clay 
Bk: 14-60 

inches, 
bedrock 

Grayhart 

A: 0-2 
inches, 

clay loam 
Residuum weathered from 

shale and/or alluvium 
derived from shale 

Ridges, hills 
C: 2-32 
inches, 

clay 
Cr: 32-60 
inches, 

bedrock 

Hilight 

A: 0-1 
inches, 

clay loam 

Residuum weathered from 
shale Ridges, hills 

C: 1-12 
inches, 

clay 
Cr: 12-60 
inches, 

bedrock 

Shingle-
Nihill 

complex, 
moist 

3-80 percent  

Shingle 

A: 0-4 
inches, 
loam 

Residuum weathered from 
shale Ridges, hills 0.1 

percent 

AC: 4-17 
inches, 
loam 

Cr: 17-60 
inches, 

bedrock 

Nihill 

A: 0-5 
inches, 
gravelly 

loam 
Bk1/2: 5-
60 inches, 

very 
gravelly 

clay loam 
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Shingle-
Worf 

complex 
9-15 percent   

Shingle 

A: 0-3 
inches, 

clay loam 

Residuum weathered from 
shale Ridges, hills 38.4 

percent 

AC: 3-17 
inches, 

clay loam 
Cr: 17-60 
inches, 

bedrock 

Worf 

A: 0-2 
inches, 
loam  

B: 2-11 
inches, 

clay loam 
B: 11-14 
inches, 
loam 

Cr: 14-60 
inches, 

bedrock  

Kishona-
Zigweid-
Cambria 
complex, 

moist 

0-3 percent 

Kishona 

A: 0-2 
inches, 

fine sandy 
loam Slope alluvium derived from 

sandstone and shale 
Alluvial fans, 

hills 

1.2 
percent 

Bk: 2-79 
inches, 

clay loam 

Zigweid  

A: 0-1 
inches, 
loam 

Alluvium derived from 
sandstone and shale alluvial fans  

Bw: 1-12 
inches, 
loam 

Bk: 12-79 
inches, 
loam 

Cambria 

A: 0-1 
inches, 
loam 

alluvium derived from 
sandstone and shale 

Hills, fan 
remnants, 

alluvial fans 

Bt: 1-6 
inches, 

clay loam 
Bk: 6-79 
inches, 

clay loam 
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Figure 2. Project overview taken from the north end of the project area facing west. Photograph taken by 
Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified.  

 
Figure 3. Project overview taken from the north end of the project area facing south. Photograph taken by 
Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified. 
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Figure 4. Project Overview taken from the Project overview taken from the north end of the project area 
facing east. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified. 
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Present Built Environmental Setting 
This project is located on the western outskirts of the City of Sheridan. Existing developments in and 

around the inventory are numerous and include private residences, primary and secondary paved roads, 
utility lines, business, the SCLT offices and ancillary buildings. 

 

III. BACKGROUND RESEARCH 
n official file search was requested from the Wyoming Cultural Records Office (WYCRO) to identify 
any previously conducted investigations and previously recorded cultural resources that have occurred 

within or near the inventory area. The file search results (No. 6762) were received on April 24, 2025 
(WYCRO 2025a). The file search results list four previous investigations within 1 mi of the current 
inventory area. These consist of two road maintenance projects, one water line project, and one pit 
expansion for Mullinax Inc. (Table 2).  

 

Table 2. Previous Investigations within 1 mi of the Inventory Area. 

Project Name Project Type Year of Field Work 

Mullinax' Forbes Pit Gravel Pits 2023 
Sheridan 20 Inch Water 
Transmission Line in Sheridan 
County FONSI 

Water--potable water 
plants facilities/wells Unknown 

Sheridan-Beckton Road, PREB-
1701(4) Roads 1992 
Sheridan-Beckton Road, PREB-
1701(4) Roads 1992 

 

The file search results also listed two previously recorded sites (48SH864 and 48SH1885). Both of 
these sites are historic irrigation ditches. The Daisy Ditch (48SH864) is has previously been determined 
eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) with Wyoming State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) concurrence (WYCRO 2025a). The Colorado Colony Ditch (48SH1885) has 
also previously been determined eligible with SHPO concurrence (O’Dell 2017). Due to the limited cultural 
information garnered from the initial file search, an additional file search using the WYRCRO online 
database (WYCRO 2025b) was conducted expanding the distance to 2 mi outside of the current inventory 
area. This expanded search located six additional sites including 1 historic airport runway, 2 more historic 
irrigation ditches, 1 multicomponent site containing one prehistoric flake and a historic artifact scatter, 1 
historic building, and 1 prehistoric stone circle site.  

In addition to the WYCRO file search, the background research for this project included the 
examination of the 1881 General Land Office (GLO) plat map encompassing inventory area location, and 
a search of the GLO land patent records. The 1881 GLO plat maps show an unnamed road which passes 
through Section 6 west of the inventory area (BLM 2025c). A search of the GLO land patent records was 
conducted to identify the origins of historic occupation within or near the inventory area. The GLO Land 
Patent Records revealed 12 patents, 3 of which were issued to the State of Wyoming (Table 3). Nine patents 
issued to private individuals. Six of these nine patents were issued under the authority of the 1820 Cash 

A 
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Sale Act; one under the 1862 Homestead Act; and two under the 1873 Timber Culture Act. The three patents 
given to the State were issued under the 1890 Wyoming Enabling Act. The 1820 Sales Cash Act required 
settlers to pay in cash at the time of land purchase, but it lowered the number of required acres to purchase 
from 160 to 80 and the price per acre was set at $1.25 (Clark 2011:376). The 1862 Homestead Act specified 
that a patent on 160 acres of land would be granted pending the land was improved and occupied for five 
years (Cassity 2007:23, 195). The 1873 Timber Culture Act was a follow up/supporting act to the 1862 
Homestead Act. The intention of the act was to promote the planting of trees (Nebraska.gov 2020). It allowed 
for 160 acres to be claimed providing at least 40 acres be planted in trees; this requirement was later reduced 
to 10 acres (Nebraska.gov 2020). The act required no less than 2,700 trees to be planted within the 10 acre 
area. Unfortunately, the goals of this act were not attained; although millions of trees were planted in attempt 
to qualify for land under the Timber Act, most groves were haphazardly planted and poorly maintained. 
Consequently, very few viable groves were created (Nebraska.gov 2020). Wyoming Enabling Act. The 
Enabling Act was ratified in 1890 when Wyoming achieved statehood. The Act specified that the lands 
were to be used for purposes outlined by the state legislature (Larson 1990:258). 

 
Table 3. GLO Patents Issued within Project Area. 

Township Range Section Patentee Date Accession 
Number Authority 

55N 84W 5 
Donnelly, Louisa C 

1/12/1897 TC-0175-
099 1873 Timber Culture Act 

55N 84W 5 1/12/1897 WYWYAA 
014819 1873 Timber Culture Act 

55N 84W 5 Hardee, Albinos W 11/16/1891 WY0020.263 1820 Cash Sale Act 

55N 84W 5 Robinson, Heman, N 
7/18/1890 WY0080.394 1820 Cash Sale Act 

55N 84W 6 Robinson, Heman, N 

55N 84W 5 Thomson, IDA B 10/8/1921 827578 1820 Cash Sale Act 

55N 84W 5 Tyler, Bert 6/10/1891 WY0100.218 1820 Cash Sale Act 

55N 84W 5 

Wyoming State 

10/8/1897 WYWYAA 
012592 1890 Wyoming Enabling Act 

55N 84W 5 12/10/1897 WYWYAA 
014925 1890 Wyoming Enabling Act 

55N 84W 6 10/8/1897 WYWYAA 
012592  1890 Wyoming Enabling Act 

55N 84W 6 Stansbury, Jeremiah H 10/13/1898 WY0050.212 1862 Homestead Act 

55N 84W 6 
Works, James M 

12/4/1893 WY0020.418 1820 Cash Sale Act 

55N 84W 6 9/5/1889 WY0070.440 1820 Cash Sale Act 

 

Based on the previously identified site types and information provided by the background research, it 
was expected that prehistoric sites would consist of lithic scatters, open camps, and stone features. There is 
one previously recorded multicomponent site in the expanded file search which included a scatter of historic 
artifacts. Based on general knowledge of historic sites within the greater in the area, it can be reasonably 
expected that in addition to secondary trash scatters, any historic sites found may include historic buildings, 
ditches, rock inscriptions, or cairns associated with herding. The overall site density was expected to be 
low. The cultural resources within and near the inventory area do not suggest the presence of a prehistoric 
or historic district or landscape.  
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IV. SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
his intensive cultural resource inventory encompassed 118 acres which is part of the overall SCLT 
property. Fieldwork was undertaken on May 17, 2025. Colin R. Ferriman served as principal 

investigator and performed the fieldwork with CRA archaeologists Colin Ferriman, Mat Tedrow, Morgan 
H. Thurman, and Jason D. Weston acting as field directors. Bureau of Land Management archaeologist 
Tristan Huxtable donated his time in this capacity as well. Additionally, members of the public and SCLT 
Staff also participated in the inventory. Weather during fieldwork was warm and sunny. Weather conditions 
did not inhibit the identification of cultural resources or affect the inventory results. 

Prior to conducting the inventory, CRA staff provided an orientation and instruction session on how 
the pedestrian survey would be conducted; presented examples of historic and prehistoric cultural materials; 
and explained basic methodologies as well as cultural resource laws and ethics to the volunteers in 
attendance. The volunteers were divided into three groups and were guided during the inventory by the 
participating professional archaeologists (Ferriman, Huxtable, Matteson, Tedrow, Thurman, and Weston). 
When cultural resources were encountered CRA staff instructed the volunteers in the recording processes, 
and explained what was being recorded and what information the findings provided. All cultural resource 
data input was reviewed and verified in the field by the professional archaeologists. After the conclusion of 
the volunteer inventory CRA archaeologists completed subsurface testing, and conducted field check 
survey transects of the inventory area as a quality control measure.  

This inventory was conducted using transect spacing that was no more than 30 m (100 ft) between 
transects. CRA archaeologists paid close attention to subsurface exposures such as cut banks, road cuts, 
animal burrows, and deflated areas for signs of buried sites. All cultural resources encountered through this 
inventory were fully documented and evaluated for eligibility in the NRHP and in consideration of 36 CFR 
Part 60.4. Sites and isolated resources were thoroughly documented in the field using databases generated 
on electronic tablets, and supplemented by paper data collection forms as needed. This collected data was 
used to generate the Wyoming Cultural Properties Site and Isolated Resources forms (WYCPF and 
WYIRF) in WyoTrack for each cultural resource (new or previously identified). All artifacts and features 
were completely documented at each resource. 

Topographical maps, compasses, and sub-meter accurate Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) 
units were used to orient transects and to record cultural resources. Specifically, the ESRI Field Maps 
application was utilized on mobile digital devices that were paired with Bad Elf GNSS units to achieve sub-
meter accuracy. The ESRI Field Maps application was uploaded with shapefiles of the inventory area. This 
ensured that the project area was accurately inventoried.  

Cultural resource locations were recorded in the North American Datum of 1983 (NAD83). The 
mapping of sites and recording of isolated resources utilized the paired sub-meter accurate GNSS units in 
conjunction with ESRI Fieldmaps to generate a scale map of the resource. The boundary, datum, features, 
and artifact concentrations were all be recorded on the map. Individual artifacts were shown on site maps 
if these were temporally or functionally diagnostic, unusual in character, or were the only artifact observed. 
The electronic sketch maps included topographic contour lines, as well as disturbances, or landscape 
features to show existing impacts to a site and/or to aid in locating the site for any subsequent revisits. Site 
and isolated resource locations were accurately plotted on a United States Geological Survey 7.5-minute 
series topographical map with GIS data and coordinates provided in NAD 83. A metal datum conforming 
to the permit conditions was placed on each site located on BLM-administered lands. All GPS-generated 
spatial data and site sketch maps collected in the field meet the WYCRO standards for the WyoTrack 
database as described in the WyoTrack Data User Manual.  

Cultural resources located during the current inventory were recorded and photographed in accordance 
with the Wyoming SHPO guidelines (Mead and Simpson 2014). No photographs were digitally modified 

T 
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in this report unless otherwise noted. All photographs included a visual reference or scale bar to establish 
the photographic scale. 

Artifacts were identified using common chronologies and references standard for use in Wyoming. 
Kornfeld et al. (2010) and Andrefsky (2005) were frequently consulted during prehistoric artifact analysis. 
The identification of biface reduction stages (Stage 1–Stage 5) utilized in the site and isolated resource 
forms and report is derived from Andrefsky (2005:187–193). Since the manufacture of stone tools is a 
reductive process, this system allows for classification via the amount of reduction in each tool. The 
classification is best viewed as a continuum of artifact production, beginning with the initial reduction of 
unmodified tool stone masses and ending with finely retouched bifaces and hafted bifaces. Lithic debitage 
was measured in the field using a template with maximum length size ranges of 1.00–5.00 cm based on 
1.00 cm length increments. These size ranges were reported as up to 1.00 cm, 1.01–2.00 cm, 2.01–3.00 cm, 
3.01–4.00 cm, 4.01–5.00 cm, and 5.01 cm and larger. Debitage cortex was noted in terms of primary, 
secondary, and tertiary. 

The shovel testing of prehistoric resources was conducted in order to assist in determining depositional 
regimes. Shovel tests were placed in areas where sediments appeared likely to be intact and not near regolith 
or bedrock exposures. All shovel test pits were dug in accordance with natural stratigraphic levels. All 
excavated sediments and/or soils were screened through 0.64 cm (0.25 inch) hardware cloth. Sediment 
examination during shovel testing followed an abbreviated soil analysis as outlined in the USDA’s Soil 
Survey Manual (Soil Science Division Staff 2017). The recorded data included the moist soil color, as 
established by Munsell Soil Color Charts (2000), and soil texture, as defined by the Soil Survey Manual 
(Soil Science Division Staff 2017). Soil texture was determined by the standard wet test of sediment for 
ribbon development, which indicates clay, sand, and silt proportions. The presence or absence of pebbles 
was noted, as was the presence or absence of bedrock or subsurface cultural materials. Shovel tests were 
terminated upon encountering bedrock or after three culturally sterile levels. The information from the 
shovel test was collected on standardized shovel test forms.  

No artifacts were collected in the course of this inventory.  

V. INVENTORY RESULTS 
ne newly identified prehistoric site (48BH4847) and two newly identified isolated resources were 
encountered during the current inventory. No previously identified sites are located within the inventory 

area. 

48BH4847 
Type: Multicomponent 
Recording Activities: First Recording and Evaluation 
NRHP Recommendation: Not Eligible 
Recommendation: No Avoidance or Further Work 
 

This site is located on a rounded finger ridge that extends northwest from undulating uplands. These 
landforms overlook and bound the southern edge of the Big Goose Creek Valley. The sediments are residual 
clay loams. Big Goose Creek is the nearest water supply located 1,200 ft to the north. Vegetation consists 
of sagebrush stands, with bunch grasses, forbs and prickly pear cacti. Surface visibility is approximately 50 
percent. Nearby modern developments are primarily confined to the lower Big Goose Creek valley, adjacent 
flood plains and terraces. These developments include the Sheridan Community Land Trust facility which 
consists of a primary single story office building, several ancillary buildings and outbuildings. This facility 
located directly below to the northwest. There are numerous private residences, primary and secondary 
paved roads, two-tracks, fence lines and utility lines. This site has been impacted by grazing, and deflation 

O 
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erosion. It has likely been subjected to unsystematic collection by relic hunters, and construction of the 
historic stone feature has impacted the prehistoric component. The site is approximately 40 percent badly 
disturbed. This archaeological site measures 211-x-34 m covering 6,401 sq. m of privately owned lands 
(Figure 1; Figure 5–Figure 8).   

This multicomponent site consists of a historic flagpole/stone circle (Feature 1) and a spatially 
associated low density prehistoric lithic debitage and tool scatter. The lithic scatter consists 10 pieces of 
white and gray quartzite debitage, and one tool (Figure 9–Figure 11; Table 4). The debitage includes 4 
primary flakes (40 percent), 4 secondary flakes (40 percent), and 2 tertiary flakes (20 percent). Field 
Specimen 1 (FS1) is a late stage biface fashioned from red porcellanite. The proximal end of this tool is 
thinned and slightly concave. The lateral edges are straight. The distal end terminates in a snap fracture. 
The flaking pattern is selectively worked from the lateral edges to the midline and the cross section is 
diamond in shape. This tool measures 14 mm long, 20 mm wide, with a thickness of 2 mm. 

Feature 1 is a large historic stone circle. It consists of a well-defined stone circle that is quartered by 
internal spokes that align north to south and east to west (Figure 12 and Figure 13). In the center of the 
circle is a pile of rocks and a spatially associated pressure treated wood pole. This feature is interpreted as 
a flagpole marker possibly associated with the historic use of the Sheridan Community Land Trust Facility 
by Normative Services. It has also been surmised that this may be an aerial navigation marker. Notably, the 
Sheridan County airport is located 1 mi to the east. This circle is comprised of 120 moderately sodded 
rocks. The rocks are rounded quartzite cobbles likely derived from the below flood plain. The average rock 
size is 5.9-x-4.33-x-2.36 inches. This circle is possibly prehistoric in age but has since been modified 
historically. No prehistoric artifacts were found within the circle, although the debitage scatter is located to 
the north and south along the ridgetop with the primary lithic concentration situated approximately 30 m 
north. This circle measure 35 ft north south by 33 ft east to west. 

Three shovel tests were excavated across the site area to determine subsurface deposition. Shovel tests 
1 and 2 encountered 5YR 5/2 reddish gray clay loam in a layer extending from 0-14 cm bgs. Below this 
ST1 encountered 7.5YR 5/1 gray clay subsoil from 14-34 cm bgs and was terminated. ST2 encountered 
10YR 4/4 dark yellowish brown sandy clay loam subsoil and was terminated. ST3 initially encountered a 
layer of 7.5YR 4/3 brown clay loam from 0-5 cm bgs, overlaying a layer of 7.5YR 5/4 brown sandy clay 
loam extending from 5-24 cm bgs, where the test was terminated within subsoil. No buried surfaces, 
features, or artifacts were encountered in any of the tests. A-horizons were generally quite shallow and 
potential for buried cultural materials on this site is considered low.  
 

Table 4. 48BH4847 Debitage Description and Counts. 

    
Size 

Range     
Material 
Type & 
Color 

Dorsal 
Cortex 

</= 1.00 
cm 

1.01-2.00 
cm 

2.01-3.00 
cm 

3.01-4.00 
cm 

4.01-5.00 
cm  

5.01 cm & 
> Subtotal 

Gray 
Quartzite 

Primary    1 2 1 4 
Secondary    1 1  2 

Tertiary  1     1 

White 
Quartzite 

Secondary    1 1  2 
Tertiary   1    1 

            Total Debitage: 10 
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Figure 6. Site overview facing northwest. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This 
image has not been modified.  

 

Figure 7. Site overview facing west with crew standing within the debitage concentration. Photograph 
taken by Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified.  
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Figure 8. Site overview taken from within debitage concentration area, facing north. Photograph taken by 
Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified.  

 
Figure 9. Debitage sample. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not 
been modified.  
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Figure 10. Close-up of FS-1, late-stage biface side A. Scale as shown. Photograph taken by Colin 
Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified. 

 
Figure 11. Close-up of FS-1, late-stage biface side B. Scale as shown. Photograph taken by Colin 
Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified. 
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Figure 12.  Feature 1 stone circle overview with crew members for scale, facing south. Photograph taken 
by Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified. 

 
Figure 13. Feature 1 stone circle overview with crew members for scale, facing east. Photograph taken by 
Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified. 
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This site is recommended not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. The integrity of setting and feeling at 
this site has been impacted by the construction of numerous modern buildings, fences, towers, and roads 
visible to the north in the Big Goose Creek drainage. The integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, and association have all been heavily impacted by erosion, overlay of the historic component, 
and likely by unauthorized artifact collection. The historic feature retains integrity of location, design, 
materials, and workmanship, but no information on temporal association or function is present. Therefore, 
the overall integrity of the historic component does not contribute to the eligibility of the site. This site does 
not contain the type of data that can demonstrate a connection to important persons or events, and therefore 
is not associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history 
(Criterion A) and it is not associated with the lives of significant persons in our past (Criterion B). This site 
does not contain architecture that may embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction, or that represents the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction 
(Criterion C). The prehistoric component does not provide any information on behavior relating to lithic 
procurement or tool manufacture, and provides no new information on chronology, subsistence, site 
organization, settlement patterns, or cultural affiliation. Nor does the historic feature provide any 
information on historic Euro-American settlement, land use, or a clear indication of site function. This site 
has not yielded and is not likely to yield information important in prehistory or history (Criterion D).  

No further work or avoidance are recommended for any future undertakings which may impact this 
resource.   

 

Isolated Resources 
IR-01 

This prehistoric isolated resource is located on the 5-10 degree west trending ridge overlooking an 
ephemeral drainage to the south. Sediments consist of residual loam. Vegetation consists of grasses and 
sparse sagebrush, affording 50 percent ground visibility. Impacts include erosion, as well as the modern 
structures visible to the north and northeast. These impacts have impacted 20 percent of the isolate. This 
isolate measures 1-x-1 m, covering 1 sq m of privately owned land (Figure 1; Figure 14–Figure 16).  

This isolated resource consists of a single Late Archaic corner-notched projectile point which most 
closely matches the Pelican Lake subtype in character (Kornfeld et al. 2010: 315). It is fashioned from a 
medium-brown chert. The base is characterized by corner notches which form small barbs on the bottom 
of the blade, a straight-edged blade, and a flat base. The tool measures 34 mm long, 22 mm wide, and 5 
mm thick. The base measures 16 mm wide and 5 mm high. The notches are 3 mm wide and 4 mm deep. 
The distal tip of the blade has been removed by a snap fracture. The flaking pattern is selective, with very 
fine pressure flaking forming straight highly even edges around all margins of the tool. 

One shovel test was excavated at this isolate. The test encountered 7.5YR 5/2 brown loam at 0-13 cm 
bgs overlaying a layer of 10YR 4/6 dark yellowish brown sandy loam subsoil extending from 13-35 cm 
bgs. No cultural materials were encountered and potential for buried cultural deposits is considered low.   

This resource is recommended not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. No avoidance or further work is 
recommended for any future undertaking which may impact this resource. 
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Figure 14. IR-01 overview facing east. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image 
has not been modified. 

 
Figure 15. IR-01 overview facing southwest. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This 
image has not been modified. 
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Figure 16. Close-up of Pelican Lake projectile point. Scale as shown. Photograph taken by Colin 
Ferriman on May 17, 2025. This image has not been modified. 

IR-02 
This isolated resource is located on a steep south facing slope overlooking a deep ephemeral drainage. 

Sediments consist of residual gravelly clay loams. Vegetation consists of grasses with sporadic sagebrush 
and forbs. This isolated resource measures 1-x-1 m, covering 1 sq m of privately owned lands (Figure 1; 
Figure 18–Figure 18).  

This isolate consists of a single gray quartzite core with several flake scars stemming from multiple 
striking platforms. The core measures 9.72 cm long, 4.8 cm wide, and 3.1 cm long. No other artifacts were 
observed.  

One shovel test was excavated at this isolate. The test encountered 7.5YR 4/3 brown clay loam at 0-12 
cm bgs overlaying a layer of 7.5YR 5/1 gray clay subsoil extending from 12-25 cm bgs. No cultural 
materials were encountered and potential for buried cultural deposits is considered low.   

This resource is recommended not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. No avoidance or further work is 
recommended for any future undertaking which may impact this resource.   

 
Figure 17. IR-02 overview facing west. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on May23, 2025. This image 
has not been modified. 
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Figure 18. IR-02 close-up of quartzite core. Scale as shown. Photograph taken by Colin Ferriman on 
May23, 2025. This image has not been modified. 

 

VI. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
he current inventory consisted of the 118 block acres which is privately owned by SCLT. The inventory 
was conducted to identify and evaluate all known cultural resources within the inventory area. Based on 

the nearby projects, previously identified sites, historic maps, and land patent records, the historic themes 
within and around the project area include ranching and livestock herding. The historic resource 
encountered is not consistent with these themes and represents differential historic behavior. Prehistoric 
sites were anticipated to be associated with hunter-gatherer theme site types such as lithic scatters, open 
camps, and stone features. The prehistoric resource site types encountered were consistent with 
expectations, and overall site density was low as expected. Confidence in meeting the objective of this 
intensive cultural resource inventory is high. 

The weather during fieldwork was sunny and mild, and did not interfere with the identification of 
cultural resources. Surface visibility averaged 50 percent. The upland areas were eroded residual surfaces 
of gravelly sediment. This suggests a low potential for subsurface cultural deposits in the majority of the 
inventory area.  

Recommendations 
This inventory resulted in the documentation and evaluation of one newly identified site (48BH4847) 

and two isolated resources. The site and both isolated resources are recommended as not eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP. No avoidance or further work is recommended for any future undertakings which 
could potentially impact these resources. No private, county, state, or federal developments or undertakings 
are proposed at this time.  

T 
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